
Inspection of The Life Nursery
The Life Centre, 102-104 Bierley House Avenue, BRADFORD, West Yorkshire BD4 
6BU

Inspection date: 18 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children, including those at risk of underachieving, flourish and excel in their 
learning. They develop a wealth of knowledge and skills that prepare them 
wonderfully for starting school. Children enter happily and with great excitement. 
They quickly settle, become deeply engrossed and have immense fun through their
thirst for learning. Children move freely between indoors and outdoors. This 
facilitates their imagination, interests and preferred learning styles well. Children 
show excellent concentration, motivation and curiosity. They explore pumpkins 
with awe and wonder as they taste, smell and feel these. Children express, with 
great confidence, impressive and comical language while describing these. Staff 
create safe and magnificent learning environments and demonstrate high-quality 
teaching. They build on what children know with superior skill. For example, they 
encourage children to closely observe the pumpkin using a magnifying glass and 
talk about its different components. Children's behaviour is exemplary. They are 
exceptionally kind and caring and show a wonderful awareness and respect for 
difference. They form remarkable friendships and play harmoniously. Where 
children have additional needs, older children are amazingly attuned to these, 
readily involving them in their play. Children show they feel safe and secure. They 
readily approach staff to ask for help or support.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated and passionate provider, manager and staff have high aspirations
for children and a remarkable understanding of families' diverse needs. They 
meticulously observe and assess children's learning and plan inspiring, unique 
and inclusive educational programmes. Staff reflect difference extremely well in 
the nursery.

n Staff provide a tremendous range of captivating resources, activities and first 
hand experiences. They remove barriers to learning including where children 
have additional needs or use English as an additional language. Staff help 
children to catch up quickly through rapid early intervention including excellent 
partnership working with community initiatives and professionals.

n Staff inspire parents to support children's learning. For example, they provide 
excellent role modelling through stay and play, singing and story sessions. They 
have set up a library, provide home-learning activities and hold regular parent 
consultations. Staff proudly display wonderful examples of parents' involvement.

n Staff reinforce and reflect healthy living marvellously. As part of this, they take 
part in healthy lifestyle awards related to improving children's health in the 
nursery environments. Children delight in talking about growing and taking 
carrots home.

n Children manage risk very well. Boys work collaboratively while stacking crates 
to climb in and out of the enormous cardboard box. Children harmoniously build 
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stable obstacle courses and balancing platforms, using planks and large 
industrial reels. Children put on helmets before skilfully riding balance bikes.

n Elaborate development plans are informed by impressive self-reflection tools. 
Staff qualifications have a significant impact on the outstanding leadership and 
practice. This is also attributed to rigorous monitoring of staff practice and 
precise training, such as that related to literacy for boys and risky play. Staff feel
exceptionally well supported. 

n Staff carry out home visits before children start nursery, helping them to build 
trusting relationships with families. They gather extensive information to 
individually tailor children's initial visits and their care and education. 

n Children's photographs are attached to their coat peg, water bottle and self-
registration card, helping to foster their sense of belonging. Staff also plan an 
'All about me' topic to enhance transitions and help children learn about their 
uniqueness. For instance, children look in mirrors and create paper self-portraits.
Children show remarkable independence during excellent care routines.

n Staff magnificently support children's early communication, literacy and 
mathematical skills. The environment is rich in print and language and children 
practise small physical skills while using tweezers and weaving ribbon through 
fencing. Children make marks in flour, while playing in the outdoor exploratory 
kitchen. Children park numbered bikes in numbered bays and measure their 
pumpkins with the tape measure.

n Children are enthralled with staff's exciting reading. Staff bring favourite stories 
to life through exciting activities and displays. This helps to reinforce and deepen
children's knowledge and love of books.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have an excellent understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities in keeping children safe. They work closely with other professionals 
to minimise risk to children, attend extensive regular refresher training and 
undertake safeguarding audits. Furthermore, they stringently monitor children's 
attendance and regularly practise 'lock down' procedures in the event of an 
emergency situation. Staff have an excellent understanding of possible indicators of
abuse and how to report concerns of a child protection nature, to promote 
children's welfare. Staff carry out meticulous risk assessments to maintain a safe 
and secure environment for children.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY547903

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10108313

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers
Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Our Bd4 Cic

Registered person unique 
reference number

RP547902

Telephone number 01274 687 588

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Life Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs five members of staff, 
four of whom hold early years qualifications; one is at level 2, one is at level 3, one
is at level 4 and the manager holds early years professional status. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 3.15pm, term time only. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector

Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed areas used for childcare purposes and undertook a 
learning walk with the nursery manager. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors and 
assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents during the inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation of staff's practice with the nursery 

manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. She looked at various 

documents, including those related to the suitability and qualifications of staff, 
self-evaluation, planning and children's records of learning.

n The inspector viewed written feedback from parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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